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HOTOGRAPHY 
FOR AMATEURS 



To give practical assistance to the 
amateur photographer, we have made arrange- 
ments whereby any negatives sent to The 
Artist office can be developed free of charge. 

This is not to be taken as an offer of a 
philanthropic sort, but we are anxious that our 
attempts to give some assistance to amateurs 
may be successful. We say we shall develop 
negatives free of charge, and we mean this, but 
we expect at least one print from each negative 
worth printing will be ordered, and we under- 
take that the charge for such a print shall not 
be above the rate charged by the leading dealers 
(say Eastmans for example). If some of our 
friends like printing from their own negatives, 
then we shall not insist on this as a condition, 
only we hope that all our readers will be loyal 
enough to do what they can to assist our 
efforts. 

Besides development of negatives there are 
other helps needed by those who live in the 
country, for example, to procure reliable, fresh, 
and reasonably-priced goods. Anyone who finds 
it troublesome to obtain what he requires may 
write to us and we will help him over the 
difficulty. 

There are ma/ty who like to know why they 
fail to get pictures, or how to be more successful 
— for these we have provided question forms, 
and those who care to ask any questions can 
have forms sent free of charge. Any negatives 
sent in are made the most of — even if they may 
require intensification or .reduction. 

Further, a print from the best negative of the 
month will be published — if the owner does not 
object. 

We are glad to say that many of our readers 
have adopted a suggestion made some time ago, 
and now possess photographs of value. Those 
who may not have seen the article referred to 
will understand the suggestion from the following 
typical instances : — 

One gentleman of position has made a collec- 
tion of pictures of old carving — carefully record- 
ing all the particulars available. Another has 
made a point of securing pictures of costumes and 
street traders (flbwer girls, etc). A distinguished 



lady has an album of portraits with autographs 
beneath, which would realise a large sum if 
Messrs. Christie had the selling of it, another 
devotes the camera to flowers, a second to 
poultry, a third to animals generally. The fact 
that these could be published might give an 
additional impetus to their work. 

Some of our contemporaries have made some 
more or less unkind remarks about a photographic 
basis having been used by artists. As the 
writer was one of the first to prepare a canvas 
for an artist, v it is only fair to give the true 
history, and so place the picture buyers at their 
ease. One of our best painters succeeded in 
securing a very pleasing portrait of the head of 
a large family. The picture cost several hun- 
dred pounds, and though the younger members 
would like to have had copies by the same artist,, 
the price asked was prohibitive. The matter 
was arranged to the satisfaction of all in this 
way : — The picture was very carefully photo- 
graphed and printed in permanent carbon on to 
a prepared canvas ; the artist then .painted over 
the photograph, and added a mark to show it 
was only a copy. This was a very successful 
piece of work, and has led to many other painters 
adopting this method of supplying copies. It 
has also made it possible for younger mem- 
bers of families to have presentable copies 
made of family pictures at a reasonable cost, 
without in any way detracting from the value of 
the originals. Another use of photography is 
also made by the possessors of valuable pictures,, 
and that is to have them photographed, placed in 
a proper catalogue with all details (size, condition, 
etc.) added. This is useful in several ways. It 
gives some idea of time's ravages (carbon being 
a permanent process), and also would be extremely 
useful in case of theft. More than one noble- 
man has had such a catalogue" prepared, and an 
idea is being worked 'out whereby copies of 
such photographs can be placed in Art School 
catalogues so as to be within the reach of those 
who cannot travel from gallery to gallery to see 
the originals. What would the Art world now 
give for even a photograph of the burnt Snyders 
and many another lost treasure ! 
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A STUDY 

BY THE DUKE OF NEWCASTLE 

FROM « THE LITTLE RED SHOES ' 



An artist has written to us suggesting that 
we should make a collection of useful studies — 
bits of the wayside, picturesque gables, historical 
houses, or any scrap that might help to develop 
an idea for a painter's brush. We shall be glad 
to help in this, and it has occurred to us that 
it might be worked in this way : Let every 
artist send us in a print or two of what he or 
she may have found, and these prints we will 
bind up to lend to our readers. This is an age 
of co-operation, and we trust the wretched 
jealousies and selfishness of the past are gone 
for ever. So we hope all who wish to be of 
use will not hesitate to provide what they can, 
even though their little print may lead to an idea 
that will produce the picture of the year. 

The writer is commissioned to write some 
notes for amateurs, and has wandered on with- 



out saying anything about cameras, lenses, or 
exposures — and the space is filled — hence we 
must hope that the offer is accepted, and that 
negatives will pour in, which will give plenty 
to write about next month, and that all those 
in difficulty will spend a penny stamp upon 
asking questions. 

All you have to do is to address your negatives 
to the writer at this office, marking the package, 
' For development,' and inside (or in a separate 
note) saying what you wish done, with your 
name, address, and stamps for postage. Those 
who wish can have proper labels sent^ in several 
languages, so the foreign Customs will not open 
the packets to look for infernal machines, cigars, 
or real Eau-de-Cologne, and by so doing spoil, 
perhaps, a germ likely to produce a Victorian 
Rubens. John Le Couteur. 
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